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good habits, and with a high sense of honor, and by those
who stand by him is looked up to with much admiration.
He has a regulation homestead of forty acres on Pike lake,
in Marathon county, a portion of which he cultivates, eking
out an existence by hunting. During the removal of 1873,
Captain Hunt took Big Hawk in shackles to Nebraska,
because the chief declined to go unless forced. But the
other members of his band made up a purse and soon
brought him back to Pike lake. He is a good. peaceable
man, but T am afraid will never get his accumulated bounty;
for I am sure that he will remain loyai to the supposed in-
terests of his friend Lee, and the latter seems not at all
likely to ever have his claim allowed.’

Although but few over eleven hundred were on the roll
by November, 1833, the number enrolled at each succeeding
annual payment has gradually increased, until in Febru-
ary, 1887, the number was about fourteen hundred. This
addition was partly due from the appearance of some who
had been in hiding during the census-taking of 18381 and
1883, from fear of removal; partly from the steady increase,
each year, in the number of births over the deaths, and
partly from Nebraska runaways, a few of whom manage
to get on the rolls through misrepresentation. There are
probably about one hundred more who either cannot get on
the roll, or who, like Big Hawk’s band, do not wish to.

The act of congress providing for payments to the
Wisconsin Winnebagoes specified that each householder
must take up a homestead of at least forty acres, build a
house upon it with his own means, and otherwise improve
it. There being no one to look after the matter and prop-
erly enforce the law, the result has been a somewhat hap-

! Big Hawk called on me in 1890, and he and his son Jasper were pho-
tographed for the Society’s collection of portraits of typical Wisconsin
Indians. Paquette’s description of the old man is just. He proved a
courteous and intelligent visitor, and has no appearance of having been
physically or morally injured by contact with the whites. Jasper,a young
man of some twenty-four years, told me with much pride that he was
sending his children to a district school, and believed thoroughly in white
men’s civilization.— ED.



